Captain R Wilson School Council

Meeting Minutes

May 7, 2007

Present:

Pat Barr, Kathryn Fish, Kim Rideout, Stacey Smeets, Rose Cox, Kathryn Bateman-Olmstead, Maria Folino, Jeff Stauffer, Katherine Longhurst, Carlene Quildon
Regrets:

Gurdeep Lall
Approval of Agenda / Approval of Minutes from April 2, 2007 meeting

The Agenda for this meeting and the Minutes from the last meeting were approved as presented

Report from the Chair:

Parent involvement - It was reported that $600 spent to purchase Chapter’s gift certificates to the parents who volunteered to read in the classrooms. There is a balance of $400, and if we do not allocate these funds by the end of the school year, they will have to be returned to the Board. It was suggested by Stacy Smeets that the funds be used to purchase gift certificates to show appreciation for the parents who volunteer for the Fun Fair. It was suggested that the parents who attend the kindergarten orientation in June can be approached as potential volunteers, a note can be included in the kindergarten handbook.
Council job descriptions - Kathryn Fish presented a list of the job titles and duties of the Council members so that they can be reviewed and finalized at the next meeting. This will facilitate the recruitment process in the coming year as potential Council members will know in advance what is expected from a given position.

It was noted that it is the duty of all Council members - not just the parent representative - to bring forward for discussion any parental concerns reported to them and to follow up with the results.
Establishment of Council Goals - Kathryn Fish noted that Council has not explicitly discussed goals, with the exception of fundraising. She presented sample of Parent Council goals for the Council members to review and to bring forward at the next meeting. 
Fun Fair Update

Kim Rideout presented the status of the Fun Fair preparations. Kim will contact Price Chopper and other grocers to negotiate the reception of goods at a discount in order to manage our costs. Pat Barr will ask the teachers if they are interested in being involved in the Fun Fair.
Principal’s Report

· EQAO testing for Grade 6 students will take place from May 22 to 25, and for Grade 3 students, May 29 to 31.
· The preliminary planning for the playground is under way. The playground budget includes $25k plus the $8k grant from the town for a total of $33k. CRW may receive a playground grant in 2007, however it is possible that we will have to wait for 2009. 
· The School Effectiveness survey is now online. Last year, CRW had the best parent response rate. 

· The parking lot has resurfaced as an issue. Next year, the south lot will be reserved for staff as there will be additional staff members at the school.
· The last movie night was cancelled due to lack of involvement. It was suggested that the Parent Council could take part in planning this event.
Treasurer’s Report
Jeff Stauffer reported that he is in the process of learning Quicken and familiarizing himself with the requirements of the position. He is considering implementing a routine to check in at the school once or twice a week to check for any funds that have to be deposited.
Food for Thought Update
Maria Folino reported that the Food for Thought program is planning on implementing initiatives that encourage healthy eating. Some classes are receiving specialty snacks to add variety to their healthy menus. In June, there will be a campaign to “catch” students eating healthy and reward them with a prize.
New Business
A request was made to the Council to provide funds for decorations for the Grade 8 graduation dance. Last year the grad committee received $500. Pat Barr reported that $10 per student has already been allotted, and that this year the amount will be approximately $630.

The meeting adjourned at 8:51 
