Captain R. Wilson Public School

Minutes from Parent/School Council Meeting

December 3rd , 2007

Present:

Gurdeep Lall, Rose Cox, Chloe Shackelton, Kathryn Fish, Erin Walker, Jeff Stauffer, Maria Folino, Leigh Henry, Octavian Nastase

Regrets:  

Pat Barr, Katherine Longhurst, Kim Rideout
Approval of Agenda

The Agenda for this meeting was approved as presented.  Approval of Minutes from November 5, 2007 meeting will be reviewed at the next meeting.
Report from Co-Chairs:
Chapters Night - Kathryn Fish updated Council on the Chapter’s Night that was suggested at the November meeting.  Katherine Longhurst had contacted Chapters and was presented with a few possible nights we could host the event.  The school was booked for other events on many of the nights and seeing that the library was hosting a book fair it was decided that Council would not benefit from hosting such an event.  Council will reconsider hosting the Chapter’s night at another time.
Movie Night – Council discussed the possibility of hosting movie nights and what is involved in doing so.  Having a proper license was the biggest drawback because of the cost and the fact that one of the conditions of the license was that we could not make a profit from admissions.  Mr. Lall stated that the movies nights hosted in the past were a community event and not fundraisers.  Rose Cox suggested that we look at the volunteer database to see if could establish a group of individuals who could take responsibility for running the movie nights as the events were enjoyed by a large part of the school community.
Sponsor Search Engine – Octavian Nastase updated Council on the Yahoo sponsored search engine - the school would generate funds anytime someone selects a sponsored link.  The school could use in the school as well as promote to parents for them to use as well.  
Principals' Report: (Ms. Barr was unable to attend so Mr. Lall gave the Principal's update)

· Senior Boys Volleyball team won Tier One Halton Championship.

· The playground is now ready to use, primary classes are asked to use it during their regularly scheduled gym time and during breaks, grades one to five will be given one day when they are allowed to use the play structure, the older grades are allowed on the structure before or after school.

· Mr. Lall and Ms. Barr attended a school effectiveness meeting which hosted over 700 principals from all over the province.  Overall EQA was at 60%.  It has been decided at CRW that one of the Grade 2 teachers will be responsible for mentoring teachers on literacy programs.  The results of the school effectiveness survey indicated that 56% of students felt they had no input into how the school was run.  Ms. Barr and Mr. Lall will be looking at ways to increase school engagement in order to increase the overall percentage.

· The $5,600 that school council allocated to teacher requests for the first half of the year were distributed as follows: $50 granted to each teacher for incidental classroom items (total $4,200); $450 to the music teacher for recording equipment; $1,050 granted for the school book clubs; $350 for a learning carpet for the one additional kindergarten room; $1,300 for the library to purchase books on specific topics for individual classrooms.
· The pizza lunches and milk sales brought in approximately $28,000 last year to the school.  The money raised was used to purchase French textbooks; chess boards for the chess club, as well some of the money was put towards the grade 8 graduation, the school musical; and certificate awards presented at assemblies. 
Treasurer's Report: 

· Jeff Stauffer noted Council has a balance to date of $34,760 of which $25,607 is required for the playground and $5,600 for teacher requests which leaves Council with a balance of $3,553.

Fundraiser's Update: (Kim Rideout was not at the meeting to update Council on Fundraising issues.)

· Council voted on having a second Dance-a-thon at Valentines to ensure that Council could meet any requests for funds for the remainder of the school year as well as being able to some funds into next year.  Council decided that prizes would only be awarded to the kids who bring in the highest pledges.

New Business
· Kathryn distributed a handout Increasing Parent Engagement at Captain R Wilson Options for Consideration which was compiled by Sharon Stuckless.  Council reviewed the document and discussed options of how we could increase parent engagement at CRW.  
Mr. Lall presented resulted of a school effectiveness survey that stated that 56% of mother's of Grade 7 students had a high school education or less and 59% were born in Canada.  Results from the entire school population stated that 95% of students felt that parents help out at school.  Mr. Lall attributed this to the parents who help out with the Food for Thought program.  Results of the grade 3 students found that 49% disagree that someone older reads to them; 89% do not have help with homework; and 72% do not have with math homework.  

It was decided that Council would host a Literacy Night for parents and students in February or March of 2008 and a sub-committee has been formed to organize this event (i.e. Erin Walker, Kathryn Fish, Rose Cox, Chloe Shackelton).

Next meeting February 4, 2008

