Captain R. Wilson Public School

Minutes from Parent/School Council Meeting

February 4th, 2008
Present:

Gurdeep Lall, Pat Barr, Katherine Longhurst, Kim Rideout, Rose Cox, Kathryn Fish, Erin Walker, Jeff Stauffer, Leigh Henry, Carol Luzz (parent), Sharon Stuckless(parent) 

Regrets:  

Octavian Nastase, Chloe Shackelton
Approval of Agenda and Minutes
The Agenda for this meeting was approved as presented.  Approval of Minutes from November 5, 2007 were approved as presented, Minutes from December 1, 2007 meeting will be reviewed at the next meeting.
Report from Co-Chairs:
Bullying Workshop - Kathryn Fish and Erin Walker updated Council on the Bullying workshop scheduled for February 5.  Pat Barr has put together a host of presenters for the evening including Constable Pam to discuss Cyerbullying, Katy Nott to discuss Tribes at CRW and Linda Lambert from Halton Region.  Ms. Barr has also lined up some grade eight students for childcare in the library.  Ms. Barr mentioned that Scott Graham will be into the school on February 6th to talk to the students about bullying.
Literacy Night – Erin Walker updated Council on the program established by the adhoc committee for literacy night.  The Committee has decided that as a draw for families to come in for the event that we would bring in a child’s author, we would also establish workshops for each grade level to be developed and run by the teachers.  The committee will look after finding an author and other speakers that may be of interest and Pat will speak with the teachers regarding the workshops.  It was decided that the Literacy night will be held mid to late April depending on speaker’s availability.
People for Education – Kathryn Fish informed Council on a telephone support line for parents established by People for Education, a parent-led organization working to support public education in Ontario.  The new toll-free parent support line (1‑888‑534‑3944) is for parents to use if they have any questions about their child’s school, such as:  What can I do if my child doesn’t like her teacher? Who makes the funding decisions that affect my school? How can I get the special education support my child needs.  Parent’s can also send an email to info@peopleforeducation.com
Sponsor Search Engine – Council reviewed the option of having a Yahoo sponsored search engine which would generate funds for the school anytime someone selects a sponsored link.  Council voted not in favour of bringing this into the school sighting the main drawbacks as the time factor of getting the communication banners applicable to our school up and running on the site as well as the on-going updates required.  
Principals' Report: Ms. Barr updated Council on the following:
· The school has brought in another initiative to deal with the bullying issue which is to focus on the positive behaviours in children.  Teachers will now be distributing ‘Shark bites’ to any student who is seen exhibiting any behaviours associated with the Tribes agreement. Teachers and students are able to nominate students for the award.
· Pizza Depot will be tried for the school pizza lunches for 2 weeks.  Students are asked to vote at the end of the 2 weeks if they prefer Panago Pizza or Pizza Depot and the winner will be given the school’s pizza lunch contract for the remainder of the school year.
· Regarding the proposed changes to the school boundary affecting CRW, Ms. Barr expects that school enrolment will go down by approximately 200 students if the changes are implemented.
· Ms. Barr announced that Mr. Lall’s last day will be February 26th.  Council voted to spend $100 on a frame in which Kim Rideout would draw a picture of CRW school to present to Mr. Lall.
Treasurer's Report: 

· The Treasurer’s report was distributed by Jeff Stauffer.  A motion was put forward and passed to accept the report as presented.
Fundraiser's Update: Kim Rideout updated Council on the following Fundraising projects:
· Dance-a-thon - Hosting a Dance-a-thon around Valentine’s Day is not possible as the DJ is booked up so Ms. Rideout and Ms. Barr decided on March 6th as the date for the dance-a-thon and it will be have a Hawaiian theme. A pep rally for this event will be held on February 19th.  Council decided for administrative purposes no prizes will be awarded to the kids or classes who bring in the highest pledges which had been done at past events.  Ms. Rideout will put together a memo to families telling them about the dance-a-thon and also mention that the Fun Fair is not a fundraiser but a community event.
· Fun Fair - Council discussed various changes that could be made to the Fun Fair to make it easier to organize.  Ms. Rideout wanted to keep the Fun Fair status quo so a motion was put forward that the Fun Fair will go ahead the same as last year but only with those events that have a volunteer organizer in place prior to the March Council meeting.  Carol Luzz has volunteered to solicit volunteers.
New Business
Carol Luzz suggested that parents be asked for donations of teacher requested items rather than spending Council funds.  Ms. Barr will keep this in mind when a relevant request comes up.
Next meeting March 3, 2008

