Captain R. Wilson Public School

Minutes from Parent/School Council Meeting

November 5th , 2007

Present:

Pat Barr, Gurdeep Lall, Katherine Longhurst, Kathryn Fish, Erin Walker, Jeff Stauffer, Kim Rideout, Maria Folino, Leigh Henry, Octavian Nastase, Kathryn Bateman-Olmstead
Regrets:  

Rose Cox, Chloe Shackelton
Approval of Agenda / Approval of Minutes from October 1, 2007 meeting

The Agenda for this meeting and the Minutes from the last meeting were approved as presented.

Report from Co-Chairs:
Parents In Education Conference - Kathryn Fish stated that she had attended the conference on September 29th at that she would forward the notes she receives from the organizing committee onto Council with pertinent information highlighted.
Note:  An email vote held on October 19th approved the final cost of the playground (i.e. $33,607) by Council.  The Town of Oakville will pay $8,000 of the total and the remainder is to be paid for from Council fundraising dollars.
Report from Principal: 
· Ms. Barr stated that the agreement for the playground has be signed off by the city and that memos to all the homes that back onto the school property were drafted to notify homeowners of the impending construction.
· The new portables have not yet been installed but were expected the week of November 12th.
· Mr. Lall and Mrs. Barr attended a conference discussing Bill 212 New Safe School Legislation which added one more category for suspension on bullying; the changes come into effect in November.  Mrs. Barr noted that CRW is in compliance with the new legislation.
Report from Treasurer: 
· Jeff Stauffer noted Council has a balance to date of $23,364 of which $25,607 is required for the playground which leaves Council in the negative of $2,243.
New Business 

Fundraising Update:  Erin Walker called on Kim Rideout to update Council on the two fundraisers currently under way. 
· Kim stated that the money collected for the Dance-a-thon was in the ball park of $4 - 5K after expenses.  Volunteers will start counting this week for Magazine Fundraiser but noted that we had made sales of $4,500 through on-line sales of which 40% is granted to Council.  We also will receive approximately $400 from QSP as a thank you for holding the magazine sales again this year.
· Kim distributed a Fun Fair Planner to everyone listing out the timelines for the fun fair as well as a list of sub-committees.  Kim asked members of Council to let her know which sub-committee they would like to be in charge of.
· Council decided that the Fun Fair would not be advertised as a fundraiser just a fun event for the kids because of the high cost of running the event which some parents may view as excessive.

· Council passed a motion to having a fun fair only if we have someone designated for each sub-committee by January 2008.

Budget Review and Approval: Jeff Stauffer presented the Council with a draft budget using figures from last year's actuals but included two dance-a-thon's rather just one.
· Council agreed that we would use this as a base for this year's budget but only use one dance-a-thon and would review fundraising initiatives once we had in the total figures from the magazine sales and the Halloween dance-a-thon.  Our expected revenue will be $16,500 and expenses of $9,317 leaving Council with $7,200.

· Ms. Barr reviewed the teacher's wish list which was spread out as evenly as possible over the grades and focused only on those things that the school would not be buying from their operating budget (e.g. $100 per teacher for incidental classroom items; $300 for a learning carpet for the one additional kindergarten class; $1,500 for primary classroom 'libraries' to support guided and home reading; $1,050 for Library reading programs (i.e. Blue Spruce, Red Maple, Silver Birch); $400 for recording equipment for the music program; and $1,700 for pinnies for Track and Field competition).
· Council voted to grant Ms. Barr $5,600 which she can distribute as she feels best.   A second review of the budget will be done at the February meeting and any additional money Council has can be allocated at that time.  
· In future Council may consider covering all or part of the cost for school agenda's for all students.
Bullying Awareness:  

· Ms. Barr presented the Expectations brochure which has been distributed to all families last year and to all new students this year.

· Council noted that a suggestion was made by a parent to have the information contained in the brochure be added to the school website which Ms. Barr concurred and will look after.
· Council supported a motion to look into various Bullying Awareness workshops which could be hosted by Council using Parent Involvement grants to pay for any costs involved in hosting a parent's workshop.  Council will research various workshops available for discussion at the December Council meeting.

Food for Thought:  Maria Folino highlighted to benefits of having a Food for Thought program in our school (e.g. food for less fortunate, nutritional education) as well as an increase from other schools in Halton bringing in Food for Thought.  
· Maria asked that Council consider supporting the program by way of a donation.  Council voted that they would support Food for Thought and the amount that would be granted would be determined at the next meeting once our final numbers from the fundraisers were tabulated.
Other:  Kathryn Fish inquired about Movie Night which the school had done last year.  

· Ms. Barr noted that the school is booked on Friday nights so Mr. Stauffer suggested we do a Saturday matinee.  

· Mr. Lall mentioned that if Council ran the Movie nights that we would have to purchase a license which costs approximately $600 and noted that Movie nights were not considered a money maker but a community event.  

· Council will consider at the next meeting if they will take on the responsibility of running movie nights.
Kathryn Bateman-Olmstead, Public School Trustee for Ward 4 noted that she would like to present to the new Superintendent, Trish Dyson a wish list of what schools would like if they had a million dollars.  Ms. Bateman-Olmstead also asked for a representative from Council for email purposes when she has a question regarding our school or when she would like Council to be aware of anything that may be of interest to us.
